
Faulkner County has its first courthouse dog, Barb.   Barb is a friendly, loving yellow lab/golden cross  

who loves children and takes her job very seriously.  She knows when it is time to work and time to play.  

When you visit the Victim Services office she will gladly greet you unless told not to do so.  She was 

professionally trained and knows over 40 specialized commands.    

Susan Bradshaw, Victim/Witness Coordinator with the 20th Judicial District Prosecuting Attorney’s 

Office, first heard about Courthouse Dogs from an email she received from the Prosecutor Coordinators 

Office wanting to know if anyone uses courthouse dogs anywhere in the State.  Susan and Cody Hiland, 

Prosecuting Attorney for the 20th Judicial District, had a conference call with the Courthouse Dog 

Foundation to learn more about these dogs and the process to obtain one. The Courthouse Dog 

Foundation recommended that the Prosecutor’s Office apply for a facility dog from Canine Companions 

for Independence based out of Santa Rosa, CA.   

Canine Companions is a non-profit organization that provides highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing 

support to ensure quality partnerships, completely free of charge.  Canine Companions is the largest 

non-profit provider of assistance dogs, and is recognized worldwide for the excellence of its dogs, and 

the quality and longevity of the matches it makes between dogs and people.   

Barb is not only the first courthouse dog here in Faulkner County, she is also the first courthouse dog in 

the state of Arkansas.  In September of 2014 Resolution 14-05 was passed to approve and encourage 

use of the Courthouse Dogs program in Faulkner County.  House Bill 1855 known as “The Courthouse 

Dogs Child Witness Support Act” was passed in March of 2015.  

In December of 2014 Susan and Fawn Borden, Victim Advocate/Witness Coordinator with the 20th 

Judicial District Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, started the application process with Canine Companions.  

They had an in person interview in June of 2015 and received a call in January 2016 to go to the 

February training.   

The training lasts 2 weeks and takes place in Oceanside, CA.  They get pre-matched with a dog on the 3rd 

day.  After the 3rd day they only trained with Barb.  Of course they fell in love with her right away.  They 

had tests every night and at the end of the training they took a written and practical final exam and had 

to pass in order to graduate from the training and bring Barb back home with them.  They have to go 

back in April with Barb and after that once every year for recertification.   

The first year start-up expenses incurred by Barb and her handlers are paid for by a grant, including the 

travel costs for Susan and Fawn’s training, Barb’s food, vet bills and any other expenses that she needs. 

The Prosecutor’s Office is looking at ways to cover costs associated with Barb in the future.   

Barb stays with Susan most of the time and Fawn on occasion.  She comes to work every day just like 

they do.  She has been in the courtroom several times and has worked in the office as well to be with 

victims and help them feel calm.  Barb is just like most dogs, looking forward to meal time and play time, 

but when she wears the blue vest she means business.  We are loving Barb here in Faulkner County and 

welcome her as one of our own.   

 

http://www.courthousedogs.com/
http://www.courthousedogs.com/
http://www.cci.org/site/c.cdKGIRNqEmG/b.3978475/k.3F1C/Canine_Companions_for_Independence.htm
http://www.cci.org/site/c.cdKGIRNqEmG/b.3978475/k.3F1C/Canine_Companions_for_Independence.htm
http://www.faulknercounty.org/images/documents/Res%2014-05.pdf
http://www.faulknercounty.org/images/documents/HB1855.pdf


 

To see more pictures and learn more about Barb follow her on Facebook.  

https://www.facebook.com/Barb-Arkansas-First-Courthouse-Facility-Dog-1533779150284833/timeline

